
What is Neuropathy? 

Neuropathy is a condition that affects the nerves in your body. Nerves are like tiny wires that carry 
messages between your brain, spinal cord, and the rest of your body. When these nerves are 
damaged or not working properly, it's called neuropathy. 

 

There are many different causes of neuropathy, including: 

1. Diabetes: High blood sugar levels can damage nerves over time. 

2. Injuries: Accidents or falls can cause physical damage to nerves. 

3. Vitamin deficiencies: Not getting enough of certain vitamins, like B vitamins, can lead to nerve 
problems. 

4. Autoimmune disorders: Some conditions, like lupus or rheumatoid arthritis, can cause the 
body's immune system to attack the nerves. 

 

Symptoms of neuropathy can vary depending on which nerves are affected but often include: 

1. Numbness or tingling in the hands or feet 

2. Burning or sharp pain 

3. Sensitivity to touch 

4. Muscle weakness 

5. Difficulty with balance or coordination 

If you think you might have neuropathy, it's important to talk to your doctor. They can help diagnose 
the cause of your symptoms and recommend treatments to help manage your condition. Treatment 
options may include medications, lifestyle changes, or physical therapy to help improve nerve 
function and reduce pain. 

 

Foods and Things to Avoid for Neuropathy 

Neuropathy is a condition that affects the nerves, causing symptoms like numbness, tingling, and 
pain. If you have neuropathy, there are certain foods and things you should avoid to help manage 
your symptoms: 

1. Added sugars: Foods high in sugar can worsen neuropathy by causing rapid changes in 
blood sugar levels. 

2. Refined grains: White bread, pasta, and rice can also cause blood sugar spikes, which may 
aggravate neuropathy symptoms. 

3. Alcohol: Drinking too much alcohol can be toxic to the nerves and worsen neuropathy. 



4. Smoking: Cigarette smoking can narrow blood vessels, reducing blood flow to the nerves 
and contributing to neuropathy. 

5. Lack of exercise: Being inactive can worsen neuropathy symptoms, so it's important to stay 
physically active. 

Instead of these foods and habits, focus on eating a balanced diet rich in fruits, vegetables, lean 
proteins, and whole grains. Regular exercise, such as walking or swimming, can also help improve 
circulation and manage neuropathy symptoms. If you have any concerns about your diet or 
neuropathy, be sure to talk to your doctor for personalized advice. 

 


